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From the Editor
Wow, I can't believe we have come to that time of year again!  The days 
seem to be flying by this year! 
 
It has been another busy year for the club and for its members with plenty 
of things to chose from, like Fun Days, Grooming Days, and Training Days 
just to name a few.  Just shows that we are not just about showing dogs, but 
about bettering our knowledge about our beautiful dogs, and how to take 
care of them.  I hope you managed to get yourself out to some of the things 
the club put on! 
 
Once again, I have a jam packed Annual Magazine for you to read this year, 
show-casing our wonderful breed, and celebrating the successes of 
breeders and owners a like. 
 
Don't miss the interview with this years National Show, Junior Handler 
winner, Ethan Barzey-Clark!  What an amazing achievement!  
Congratulations Ethan! 
 
As always, we have show results from throughout the year, as well as photos 
from those events.  We also have a few articles that will be a beneficial read 
for everyone! 
 
For now, that is all from me!  I hope you enjoy 2019's Annual Sleigh Courier! 
 
Have a safe and happy Christmas and New Year! 
 
Telly Power
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Heimlich Manoeuvre for 
Dogs
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Presidents Report
I was blown away with the positive feedback received for last year’s annual. 
Thank you for saying how much you enjoyed the read and new look. I hope 
you enjoy this one as much which captures the Club activities in 2019. 
 
Once again, we have been busy doing our best running the Club, providing 
activities for our near 60 members, helping any Samoyed or their owner in 
need and promoting our lovely breed. The new banner further pushes “For 
the Betterment of the Breed” and while we do not encourage backyard 
breeding, we are there for any Samoyed and their owner if they need us.  
 
Donations to the SamCare Fund are always welcome. 
 
Next year we will be recognising Samoyeds that have been awarded Canine 
Good Basics or Canine Good Citizen.  
 
The Club is run by a small group of volunteers. Some sit on the committee 
and others put up their hands to help where they can. Special thanks must 
go to the following : 
 
Simeon:  Secretary, Treasurer, Webpage and Photography 
Anita S:  Points, Trophy Steward, Snow Dogs Match, Pet Expo, Grooming and 
SamCare 
Anita N:  Pet Expo, Facebook Admin, Calendar, Assistant Trophy Steward, 
Santa’s Grotto and Fun Day 
Marie:  Santa’s Grotto, Pet Parade, Calendar, Pet Expo and Pack Walks 
Telly:  Annual, Facebook Admin and Calendar 
Lynda P:  Re home Assistance, Pet Expo, Santa’s Grotto and Calendar 
Sarah:  Facebook Admin 
Olivia, Lauren and Zoe:  Certificates  
Luke:  Pet Expo, Dinner, Coffee, Music 
Crystal:  Raffle 
Keegan:  Photography 
Sky:  Santa’s Grotto 
Shelley:  Photography 
Vari:  Training 
Melissa:  Samoyed Day Helper 
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Others have helped too which is also appreciated as is the sponsorship 
received for the Samoyed Day from individuals and our now annual product 
sponsors. 
 
We are trying to encourage breeders and “to be” owners to do the right thing 
in breeding with only health checked stock and buying from only NZKC 
registered breeders who health check respectively. 
 
The Club receives numerous enquiries from people wanting a puppy and 
they are all encouraged to read the information on the webpage and 
contact the breeders who have a listing with us. Unfortunately, some get 
their puppy from other breeders and then contact us complaining about 
how they have been treated and the poor health of their puppy. As NZKC 
manages the Code of Ethics we ask all complainants to contact NZKC 
directly but sadly most don’t feel they want to go that far having already 
fallen in love with their puppy or they bought their puppy from a breeder 
not registered with NZKC. Maybe it is time to start thinking about a Litter 
Registration Limitation (LRL) scheme for Samoyeds registered with NZKC. 
 
Lynne Barr
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Secretary & Treasurer 
Reports

The club has had another successful year of operation. The club is solvent and 
passed the financial audit for the year ending 31 December 2018. 
 
Membership has increased from last year and currently stands at sixty four. 
 
This year the club has again run a lot of events.  
 
A fun day before the AGM. Then at the Samoyed Day event a Pet Parade, Open 
Show, Junior handler, Annual Awards and Championship Show. The shows 
were well attended this year. The Pet Parade entries slightly down on last year 
and the breed show entry of forty three Samoyeds was our best entry for quite 
a few years. 
 
Then through the year we held five walks in different parts of the Greater 
Wellington area. The walks continue to be very popular with up to fourteen 
Samoyeds present at each event. 
 
This year we held the grooming demonstration in May and the dog training 
seminar in June. The change in dates meant we were able to offer our 
membership a Samoyed event each month for most of the year. 
 
The Snows Dogs match against the Central Districts Siberian Husky Club was 
again held in the Horowhenua show grounds. 
 
Club members also ran a stand at Pet Expo and helped at the Special 
Children's Christmas Party Santa grotto. 
 
Amongst all of this a Samoyed themed calendar for 2020 and an annual 
magazine were produced. 
 
All in all, a very full year of successful and enjoyable events for our members. 
 
Simeon
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SamCare Report
Our Committee have a SamCare program where we help any Samoyed that 
needs Rescue or Rehoming in the lower North Island, help the other two 
Samoyed Clubs if required and hold events to educate people on Samoyeds 
– ie  Pet Expo, Grooming Day and Training Day. 
 
We have been lucky over the past few years to rehome Samoyeds that the 
new owner has paid any expenses, but we need money in the SamCare 
bank Account because we never know when we will pick-up a Samoyed in 
bad condition, needs Vet treatment, etc, before we can assess if the dog can 
be rehomed. 
 
I did a rehome on a Samoyed bitch that I bred. It highlighted a few 
problems. 
 
You can sell a pup and keep in contact for 2 years, everything appears fine. 
But when circumstances change, the owner can be too embarrassed to ask 
for help or can’t bear the thought of giving the dog away, so the problem 
escalates. 
 
This particular bitch didn’t like to be groomed, was over-weight and had to 
move into a place that would not allow dogs. 
 
I took her to the vet for a health check, everything was fine but the vet was 
quick to list all the health issues that she could get if I didn’t get the weight 
off her. She was 31.8kg ! 
 
She stayed with me for 3 weeks, lovely nature, got on with all my dogs, easy 
to live with but the only time she moved fast was when you dropped food, it 
was down her throat before you could say ‘No’  LOL 
 
I found a wonderful home with an old Golden Retriever (who was rehomed 
and was also over weight) and the two dogs are now best mates!  Both dogs 
are now on on weight management food and go for walks every day.   
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Two months later, she is down to 28.6kg. New owner says that she is fitter 
and can now go jogging with her husband. They haven’t had any problems 
grooming her at all! 
 
Grooming Problems 
 
Most Samoyeds will keep moving and take-off after 5 minutes of grooming 
on the floor. Grooming on a table is best, but you can use a bed, couch, 
chest freezer etc.  Teach the dog to lay down and relax before grooming. 
Only groom for ½ hour until dog is happy about being groomed. Try to start 
grooming on a different part of their body each time you groom and give a 
treat at the end. 
 
I use a comb, I do it slowly so not to hurt them but gets rid of more dead 
coat. 
 
Photo is of her in her new home! 
 
 
Anita Shugg
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Of Year Points 2018
Awarded 2019

These are the final points for 2018 that were awarded at our 2019 
Samoyed Day in Porirua. 

 
If you would like to claim points for 2020, make sure that your 

membership is paid before the first show you enter in 2020. 
 

Point Steward 
Anita Shugg

Award Winner

Best Representative 
 

 Best Bitch Representative 
 

Best Baby Puppy Representative 
 

Best Baby Puppy Dog 
 

Best Puppy Dog 
 

Best Junior Dog 
 

Best Intermediate Dog 
 

Best NZ Bred Dog 
 
 

Best Open Dog 
 

Best Dog

CH Zaminka Cat Among Pigeons 
 
CH Zaminka Shine Like A Diamond 
 
Zaminka Viva Las Vegas 
 
Kalisa Shining-Light of Sunshine 
 
Kalisa Dream Weaver 
 
CH Zaminka Cat Among Pigeons 
 
Sunshine Over Thor 
 
SPR CH & SPL GR CH Zaminka King 
of Rock 
 
GR & SPL GR CH Oscarbi Everedi Boy 
  
CH Zaminka Cat Among Pigeons 
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Award Winner

Best Baby Puppy Bitch 
 

Best Puppy Bitch 
 

Best Junior Bitch 
 

Best NZ Bred Bitch 
 

Best Open Bitch 
 

Best Bitch

Kalise This Lil Light of Mine 
  
Anaky This Is Me (IMP AUST) 
  
Sunshine Rem'ber Jalee 
  
CH Zaminka Queen of Cool Cat 
  
CH Zaminka Shine Like A Diamond 
  
CH Zaminka Shine Like A Diamond 
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New Titles
 

SPL GR CH Lealsam Funky Town – M Maisey 
 

CH Oscarbi Rap-it Up – Daddy – H Clark and R Barzey 
 

CH Akeisha In-love-with-neko – J Jules 
 

CH Sunshine Rem’ber Jacinda – W Pillanger 
 

CH Kalisa Dream Weaver – J Simpson 
 

CH Kursharn Witches-Witch – J Wells 
 

CH Oscarbi Lorde It Over Kid – H Clark and R Barzey 
 

CH Sunshine Rem’ber Jalee – K and A Shugg 
 

CH Zaminka Viva Las Vegas – J Bello, M Asplet, G and L Carleton 
 

GR CH Zaminka Cat Amongst Pigeons – G and L Carleton, J Bello 
 

SPR CH and SPL GR CH Lealsam Hugo Boss – D & A Reeve 
 

CH:  Champion 
 
GR CH:  Grand Champion 
 
SPR CH:  Supreme Champion 
 
SPL GR CH:  Speciality Grand Champion
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Grooming Day 
The annual Samoyed club grooming day this year was held at the Titahi bay 
dog training club, the idea for the day is to give hands on advice on 
grooming and maintaining your Samoyed in great condition. 
 
The dogs enjoyed the session and also the socialisation with the other dogs 
in attendance. 
 
The session started off with an overview of the Samoyed coat, general 
grooming tasks and an introduction to common tools and equipment.  
 
The group then asked questions and had one on one sessions to help with 
any problem areas with their dogs.  
 
It was well worth attending and gave valuable insights on caring for your 
Samoyed. 
 
Luke Waghorn
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Pack Walks
AThroughout the year we have had several samoyed walks at various 
locations. 
 
The first for the year was at  Petone beach  in Lower Hutt on the 27th of 
january. We had around 12 dogs present who enjoyed swims in the sea and 
stream and running on the beach on a lovely day. 
 
The next activity was the samoyed fun day at Wainuiomata with around 6 to 
seven dog present. The dogs enjoyed a day of agility and obedience courses 
and egg and spoon races with owners plus a dress up competition on the 
10th of march. 
 
On april the 7th around 10 dogs enjoyed another great sunny day on the 
beach at Queen Elizabeth park on the kapiti coast. Lots of swimming and 
running on this beautiful long beach. 
 
Unfortunately our next walk at melling by the hutt river on the 10th of 
august was a little wet and muddy. However the 7 dogs didn't let that spoil 
their fun running around and swimming in the river. Some dirty but happy 
dogs to clean up. 
 
The next walk was held on the 6th october and was another lovely sunny 
day at Spicer Botanical Park. There was a good turnout of around 10 dogs 
who had a nice climb to the top many of them followed this with a nice dip 
in the stream. 
 
Our next walk is on the 1st of december at Petone beach flyer with details on 
facebook page. I am hoping for a good turnout and a nice day. 
 
These walks are a chance for samoyeds and their owners to get together and 
share information etc. So if you have a samoyed and live in or near the 
wellington region look out for posts on our facebook page for the next walk 
all welcome. 
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Buying a Pure Bred 
Dog

What steps can you take to be sure it's a pure bred dog? 
 
Ask for Dogs New Zealand (Dogs NZ) papers... 
 
For the pup if it is registered 
For its parents if the pup is not yet registered 
Please note that Dogs New Zealand is the only NZ authority for pedigree 
and registration papers. Beware of 'mail order' documents available from 
unofficial organisations offshore. 
 (The Continental Kennel Club, The United Kennel Club) 
 
 
If people are claiming to be selling a pure bred, what steps can you take to 
check they are telling the truth? 
 
Insist on papers with the pup at the time of sale. These should be offered 
at no additional cost. 
 
 
What kinds of membership/associations with Dogs New Zealand should a 
dog breeder have, as a starting point for a customer to look for? 
 
Dogs NZ membership and their kennel must be registered: this is the 
minimum 
 
Dogs NZ Accreditation indicates, special breeder status, strict health 
checks, reliable support to buyers. 
 
A breeder will normally - but not necessarily be involved with specialist 
clubs for his/her breed
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How can you gain cover under the Consumer Guarantees Act, when buying 
a pure bred (as opposed to a private sale)? Do reputable breeders sell as a 
business, or are they private sales? 
 
Canine sport in New Zealand is amateur and no Dogs NZ member is a 
commercial operator. All puppy sales are private transactions. 
 
Dogs NZ strongly recommends the use of contracts and has a recognised 
contract available that it encourages its breeders to use. Buyers should 
insist on a contract. 
 
Some breeders offer joint ownership arrangements that can involve breeder 
access to the pup for breeding and showing when it is older. Dogs NZ 
advises non-members against these arrangements which are best left to 
experienced dog showing enthusiasts who know each other personally. 
Some are professional dog trainers or operate commercial boarding 
kennels. These are their businesses are not within the Dogs NZ ambit. 
Breeding is not a recognised professional activity and all breeders are 
considered hobbyists. 
 
 
If people are buying online (ie Trademe), what should they think about? 
 
Favour sellers who are Dogs NZ members 
 
It is preferable to buy from a breeder you have met and whose premises you 
have visited 
 
Check for cleanliness, health and behaviour of pup, parents, other dogs 
there 
 
Make your own, assessment of the seller's sincerity, integrity, knowledge 
 
Seek evidence to support all sellers' claims (pure breed, vaccinations, 
health checks etc) 
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Seek undertakings from the seller to assist with resolving health or 
behavioural problems that may emerge in the pup 
 
If you have any doubt about the health or behaviour of a puppy do not buy 
it 
 
Insist on a sales contract and check it carefully before signing 
 
A reputable and knowledgeable breeder will not separate a pup form its 
mother before it is at least eight weeks old 
 
A reputable and knowledgeable breeder will brief a buyer on the health of 
the puppy and on all known health issues particularly relevant to its breed 
or to which its breed is prone 
 
 
What traps should they look out for? 
 
False claims as to pedigree and/or health 
 
Pups that display signs of physical or emotional ill health 
 
Pups sold without vaccinations, health records 
 
Sellers whose motive appear commercial vs breeding to improve dogs for 
showing or sport 
 
Sellers reluctant to allow access to their premises 
 
Sellers reluctant to commit to contracts or written undertakings 
 
Sellers reluctant to promise after sales assistance
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Do reputable breeders sell on Trademe? 
 
Yes. They may prefer to deal through personal contacts but often cannot 
find enough suitable buyers so they will use TradeMe. 
 
Remember if you are dealing with a good breeder you will not just be 
choosing a pup: the breeder will be choosing you and has the same right to 
withdraw the pup from sale as you have to decide not to buy it.

Information sourced from Dogs New Zealand: 
 
https://www.dogsnz.org.nz/dogs/buying-a-dog
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The Samoyed Club 
Championship Show - July 2019

Best In Show: 
GR CH ZAMINKA CAT AMONGST PIGEONS 
Lyn Carlton, Gary Carlton. Jess Bello 
 
Reserve In Show 
OSCARBI ASTRO-NAUT BOY 
Helen Clark, Rob Barzey 
 
Best Dog In Show: 
GR CH ZAMINKA CAT AMONGST PIGEONS 
Lyn Carlton, Gary Carlton. Jess Bello 
 
Reserve Best Dog In Show: 
OSCARBI ASTRO-NAUT BOY 
Helen Clark, Rob Barzey 
 
Best Bitch In Show: 
CH OSCARBI UNMISTAKABLY MOI 
Helen Clark, Rob Barzey 
 
Reserve Best Bitch In Show: 
ZAMINKA ROCK STAR 
Lyn Carlton, Gary Carlton. Jess Bello 
 
Baby Puppy In Show: 
RYAZANZ CIRCLE-OF-LIFE 
Chris Thomas 
 
Puppy In Show: 
OSCARBI ASTRO-NAUT BOY 
Helen Clark, Rob Barzey 

Junior In Show: 
ANAKY THIS IS ME (IMP-AUST) 

Lynne Barr 
 

Intermediate in Show: 
CH SUNSHINE REM'BER JALEE 

Anita Shugg, Ken Shugg 
 

Limit In Show: 
ZAMINKA POLAR VOYAGE 

Tess Robinson 
 
 

New Zealand Bred In Show 
KURSHARN VAMPING-COOPER  

Alice Sola, S Sola 
  

Veteran In Show: 
GR & SPL GR Ch Oscarbi Everedi Boy 

Helen Clark, Rob Barzey 
 

OPEN IN SHOW: 
GR CH ZAMINKA CAT AMONGST 

PIGEONS 
Lyn Carlton, Gary Carlton. Jess Bello
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The Samoyed Club 
Open Show - July 2019

Best In Show: 
CH OSCARBI BACKIN THE FUTURE AT 
KALISA 
Elizabeth Clausen, Jim Kernohan  
 
Reserve In Show 
CH ZAMINKA ONE NIGHT STAND 
Lyn Carlton, Gary Carlton. Jess Bello 
 
Best Dog In Show: 
CH OSCARBI BACKIN THE FUTURE AT 
KALISA 
Elizabeth Clausen, Jim Kernohan 
 
Reserve Best Dog In Show: 
OSCARBI LORDE IN THE RING 
Helen Clark, Rob Barzey 
 
Best Bitch In Show: 
CH ZAMINKA ONE NIGHT STAND 
Lyn Carlton, Gary Carlton. Jess Bello 
 
Reserve Best Bitch In Show: 
CH OSCARBI JUST LIKE YA 
Helen Clark, Rob Barzey 
 
Baby Puppy In Show: 
RYAZANZ CIRCLE-OF-LIFE 
Chris Thomas 
 
Puppy In Show: 
ZAMINKA ROCK STAR 
Lyn Carlton, Gary Carlton. Jess Bello 

Junior In Show: 
CH ZAMINKA VIVA LAS VEGAS 

Lyn Carlton, Gary Carlton. Jess Bello 
 

Intermediate in Show: 
CH OSCARBI JUST LIKE YA 
Helen Clark, Rob Barzey 

 
Limit In Show: 

KELLJASS SPRING SHOWSTOPPER 
Sharon Kelly 

 
New Zealand Bred In Show 

CH OSCARBI RAP-IT UP-DADDY 
Helen Clark, Rob Barzey 

 
Veteran In Show: 

CH OSCARBI BACKIN THE FUTURE AT 
KALISA 

Elizabeth Clausen, Jim Kernohan 
 

OPEN IN SHOW: 
CH ZAMINKA ONE NIGHT STAND 

Lyn Carlton, Gary Carlton. Jess Bello
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Junior Handler 
Ethan Barzey-Clark

Interview with Ethan
At which show did you qualify to compete at the Nationals? 
 
Wairarapa Kennel Association, November 2018 
 
What was his swap dog 
 
I had a choice between either: 
Redi - Supreme Ch & Specialist Grand Ch Oscarbi Everedi Boy;  
Lika - Ch Oscarbi Just Like Ya.  
 
I chose Redi. 
 
The Junior Dog Showing competitors don’t have to exhibit a “swap” dog like 
the Junior Handler competitors. 
 
What do you have do when in the ring? 
 
The most important thing is to listen to what the judge asks you to do and 
pay attention to your dog all the time. You have to bait the dog and keep his 
attention on you. 
 
You have to run at a steady pace out and back in a straight line, and come 
back to stand in front of the judge stacking your dog. We then had to run 
around the ring in a circle. 
 
What was it like to win junior handler? 
 
It was really exciting and I felt really proud of myself. At the Saturday night 
show, it was quite tiring as it was late and it was a busy day. But it felt 
awesome to be running around in the spotlights with the other winners. 

Sleigh Courier 2019 - Page 30



What do you like about being a dog handler? 
 
Having some fun with our dogs and bonding with them. Also meeting new 
friends at the shows. 
 
How long have you been showing Samoyeds for? 
 
I was about 3 and half when I first started in JDS, so almost 5 years. 
 
How did you get into handling? 
 
My Mum and Dad encouraged me to have a go as they have been involved 
in showing and breeding samoyeds for many years 
 
What are your favourite things about the Samoyed? 
 
They’re fluffy! They’re cute! and they’re adorable!
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Training Day 
The Samoyed Club hosted a training day at the NZKC in June with Vari from 
Happy Home Dog Training.  Vari started with the Wellington animal charity 
HUHA and has been providing sensible, effective training tips and 
techniques to dog owners since 2008. 
  
All seats were full and it was great to see some new faces. 
  
Vari was able to cover a variety of training issues from barking, pulling on 
the lead, learning to stay and the importance of relax mode.  She discussed 
why dogs have these behaviours’s  - often because they think they’re in 
charge.  We need to show them who’s boss and remind them, we’re here to 
look after them, not vice versa.  
  
We all came with a pocketful of yummy treats and all asked for help on our 
own particular issues. 
  
And at the end of the session, every good dog went home with a certificate 
and we all promised to take what we had learned and practice at home. 
 
Melissa Cross 
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Obedience Sams 

We have been doing Obedience classes with Nero weekly for 8 yrs, and 
belong to a club. 
 
We  have irregularly  competed. 
 
We have also done Canine Good citizen and we are working towards Silver 
award.I find the classes keep their  minds active learning new tricks as well 
as the usual heel work and is good socialisation in a controlled area.

Anita Nearey & Nero
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Pet Parade
 
At The Samoyed Day on the 25th July we had a pet parade. This was a 
successful event last year and even though we a had a few less dogs 
entered this year it was still a popular event. 
 
The pet parade is a chance for non show dogs or ex show dogs to get their 
moment in the ring. This year we had seven dogs entered from all different 
backgrounds. It is also a chance for some younger handlers to show a dog. 
 
Each dog goes around the ring and a commentary is given about the dog eg 
age where it is from who owns it and any special talents etc.  
 
What always shines through is how much people love their pets. 
 
Anyone wanting to give their pet a moment in the spotlight be sure to enter 
next years pet parade at the samoyed day July  2020 details are posted on 
The Samoyed Club Facebook page. 
 
Marie Trewoon
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New Club Banner 
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Fun Day
 
We had another lovely weather day for the annual  Samoyed fun day in 
Wainuiomata. 
 
A few new first-timers attended and did well in the fun competitions  
which consisted of obedience, agility, fetch, best fancy dress, best smile, 
tail, best whiskers and best trick. 
 
Rosettes and food were received as prizes. 
 
 Anita Nearey

First: Nero 
Second: Kimba 
Third:  Ladyhawk

Egg and Spoon Race

Best Trick
First: Nero 
Second: Kimba 
Third:  Ladyhawk

Best Smile
First: Ladyhawk 
Second: BJ 
Third:  Nero

Best Fancy Dress
First: Halle 

Second: Ladyhawk 
Third:  Nero

Best Tail
First: Zoe 
Second: William 
Third:  Ladyhawk

Longest Whiskers
First: William 

Second: BJ 
Third:  Zoe

Best Fetch
First: Zoe 

Second: Ladyhawk 
Third:  Nero

Best Obedience
First: Nero 

Second: Kimba 
Third:  Ladyhawk

Best Agility
First: Halle 

Second: Nero 
Third: Kimba
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Best Puppy 
in Show

Best of Breed
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Junior 
Handler

Best Utility 
Breeders Team

Sleigh Courier 2019 - Page 44



Best Dog & Reserve 
Best of Breed 
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Hip Dysplasia in Dogs 
Did you know that hip dysplasia in dogs is one of the most common 
musculoskeletal problems they experience? 
 
But this fact is pretty much the only straightforward thing about hip 
dysplasia in dogs — there are no rules. 
 
For example, some dogs have terrible hips on X-ray but never limp, while 
others have crippling hip pain and yet their radiographs aren’t too bad. 
 
 
1. What Is Hip Dysplasia in Dogs? 
 
Hip dysplasia basically means clunky hip joints. 
 
Instead of a joint that rolls smoothly like oiled ball-bearings, the joint 
knocks, clunks, catches and pops out of place. This causes rubbing, which 
leads to inflammation, which causes pain. 
 
This comes down to the shape of the hip joint. A great hip shape consists of: 
 
*  A smooth round ball (the femoral head) 
*  And a matching cup in the pelvis (the acetabulum), which fits it to 
perfection 
 
A dysplastic hip doesn’t form properly. Instead of being round, the femoral 
head is flat or has corners. 
 
It’s the wrong shape to fit snugly in the acetabulum and knocks around the 
edges. Back to that word inflammation … which equals pain and therefore 
lameness. 
 
After a while, complications develop. The body tries to remodel the hip to 
protect it, but instead makes things worse. This is seen on X-ray as arthritic 
change in the hip joint. 
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Then there are other consequences of hip dysplasia, such as lax ligaments, 
stretched joint capsules and chipped joint lining — which all add up to 
hind leg lameness in dogs. 
 
From here, it’s a downhill jog to the misery many people associate with hip 
dysplasia. 
 
2. What Causes Canine Hip Dysplasia? 
 
What does the word “multifactorial” mean to you? 
 
Think of it terms of watching a football game. You love watching your team, 
and it takes a lot to spoil the occasion. However, if your seat has an 
obstructed view, it’s pouring down rain and the hotdogs make you sick, this 
would spoil things. 
 
Likewise, hip dysplasia is multifactorial. This means it takes a combination 
of factors to cause hip dysplasia to develop. These include: 
 
*  Genetic factors 
*  Nutrition 
*  Weight 
*  Exercise 
 
For example, the single-biggest risk factor is inheriting hip dysplasia genes 
from the parent dogs. But even then the dog may be fine if they have a good 
diet, remain slim and don’t overexercise in early life. 
 
In other words, the perfect storm for developing hip dysplasia includes 
being an at-risk breed, overly rapid bone growth, being overweight and 
being too energetic while those vulnerable joints are still developing. 
 
Of course, things are more complex than this, but the message is that some 
factors you can’t control while others you can.
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3. What Are the Signs of Hip Dysplasia in Dogs? 
 
Not all cases present the same way. 
 
A young dog with hip dysplasia won’t necessarily be in pain but can’t run 
and jump very well because of mechanical changes in the hip joints, while 
an older dog who has developed chronic arthritis is more likely to suffer 
from discomfort. 
 
Clues to hip discomfort include: 
 
Difficulty jumping into the car or going upstairs 
Bunny hopping (moving both back legs together) 
A swaying hind leg gait 
Poor muscle bulk over the hips and thighs 
Shifting weight onto the front legs 
Hind leg lameness 
Reluctance or difficulty getting up 
Change in character, such as unusual grumpiness 
Of course, bear in mind that hind limb lameness is not specific to hip 
joints. A dog with a thorn in a back paw will also be lame, and it’s nothing 
to do with their hip. 
 
So don’t assume lameness is due to hip dysplasia — to reach a diagnosis 
requires tests. 
 
4. How to Tell If Your Dog Has Hip Dysplasia 
 
If you suspect there’s a problem, please see your veterinarian. 
 
Your vet can tell a lot by watching the dog move and feeling the hips. But to 
know for sure requires radiography and feeling the legs with the dog 
anesthetized or deeply sedated. 
 
Now here’s a thing: Not all dogs who have badly shaped hips on X-ray have 
problems. Some cope just fine, and those gronky hips come to light only 
because radiographs were taken for some other reason. 
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This is where feeling the hips becomes important: 
 
Certain movement will cause the hips to pop in and out of joint, which 
means that taking normal steps is tricky. 
 
The vet can mimic these movements with the dog asleep to see if the hips 
are stable or not. 
 
But here’s another thing: Young dogs, typically under 2 years of age, have 
“lax” joints anyway to allow for growth. So it can be tricky to reach a firm 
diagnosis in young dogs. 
 
6. Is Hip Dysplasia Curable in Dogs? 
 
No. There is no cure for hip dysplasia. 
 
However, you can surely make a difference. 
 
Remember the old “multifactorial” thing? Well, if you have a German 
Shepherd and feed them a puppy food for a Yorkie and allow them to get 
overweight, it pushes the dog toward hip dysplasia. 
 
This is because one-size-fits-all puppy foods are geared to the nutritional 
needs of those dogs who have the most growing to do quickly — small 
breeds. Feed these foods to large- or giant-breed pups and it pushes their 
bones to grow too quickly, leading to poor joint health. 
 
Also, overfeeding a puppy means those tender joints carry too much weight. 
Again, this leads to overstraining them and an increased risk of damage. 
 
So although you cannot cure hip dysplasia, if you feed a puppy food 
designed for large-breed growth and keep the puppy slim, it does the dog a 
big favour. 
 
Likewise, avoid over-stressing the joints with too much exercise:
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If the muscles get tired, the dog will move sloppily; there will be a greater 
chance of damaging the joint lining. 
 
So make sure the pup always keeps a spring in their step, and you won’t go 
wrong. 
 
6. What Is the Best Hip Dysplasia Treatment? 
 
The answer to this question depends on the individual dog: 
 
Mild to Moderate 
 
Mild hip dysplasia requires only judicious use of rest and pain relief as 
needed. Nutraceuticals also play a part. 
 
The cornerstone of mild to moderate hip dysplasia is using anti-
inflammatories and pain relief. These are combined in the non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs). Reducing inflammation lowers the risk 
of arthritis developing, while the pain relief keeps the dog comfortable. 
 
Some dogs need only occasional pain relief while others need it all the 
time. 
 
Again, there’s no one-size-fits-all. 
 
Severe 
 
For severe cases or where pain relief doesn’t help, several options are 
available for hip dysplasia surgery. 
 
The type of operation varies, depending on the age of the dog and 
complications such as arthritis. For example, a young pup without arthritis 
may benefit from changing the angulation of the pelvis, while an older dog 
with fused hips needs a total hip replacement. 
 
These are specialist surgeries that will be carefully assessed by a veterinary 
orthopaedic surgeon.
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7. What Are the Options for At-Home Treatment? 
 
While no single thing is going to make a big difference, add up lots of little 
things and this makes a big improvement to your dog’s quality of life. For 
example: 
 
Nutraceuticals: A good-quality supplement containing chondroitin and 
glucosamine helps to nourish the joints. It promotes a slick, slippery joint 
fluid, providing better joint lubrication, and it promotes smooth movement. 
 
Diet: Feed those big-breed pups a food designed for large-breed growth. 
Weight: Learn to body-score your dog, and aim for a score of 4–5 out of 9. 
 
Exercise: Keep the dog moving so as to strengthen the muscles that support 
the hips. However, don’t overtire the dog. Activities such as swimming or 
hydrotherapy are great because they are non–weight bearing. 
 
Physiotherapy: A consult with a veterinary physiotherapist is worth its 
weight in gold. They can teach you home exercises to strengthen those vital 
hip muscles and keep the dog active. 
 
Heat Therapy: Never underestimate the benefit of providing a warm bed to 
keep the heat in round sore joints. And for those times when the hips are 
especially sore, warm wheat bags can provide relief. 
 
Alternative Therapies: Consider using a TENS machine on the dog’s hips, or 
using a veterinary acupuncturist. 
 
Investigate Laser Therapy: Use of infrared heat or laser therapy can help 
reduce pain and discomfort. 
 
Also, keep an eye on the research into stem cell therapy. This is a 
developing field of veterinary medicine that seems to hold promise.

Sleigh Courier 2019 - Page 51



8. How Long Can a Dog Live With Hip Dysplasia? 
 
Here’s that word “multifactorial” once again. 
 
The answer to how long can a dog live with hip dysplasia depends on lots 
of factors, such as 
 
Age 
Complications 
Severity 
Your budget 
 
If you can afford hip replacement surgery, even the most severe cases can 
lead to a normal and full life. 
 
And if a pup is diagnosed with hip dysplasia, if you feed them right, 
exercise sensibly and give pain relief when necessary, their disease may 
not progress. 
 
So don’t get that sinking feeling. Instead, take control of those factors you 
can influence, and it could keep your dog on their paws for an active, 
happy life.

All information sourced from: 
 

https://www.petful.com/pet-health/hip-dysplasia-dogs/
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Merry Christmas
From Ken & Anita Shugg 

Sunshine Samoyeds
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Auckland Provincial 
Samoyed Association  
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Best in Show 
Champ Show 

 
CH Sunshine Dream 
Come True at Kalisa

 Reserve Best in 
Show 

Champ Show 
 

Kalisa This Lil Light 
Of Mine
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Best Dog 
Champ Show 

 
CH Silvertips The 
Enchanted One

Reserve Best Dog 
Champ Show 

 
Kalisa Blinded By 

The Light of Starglow
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Best in Show 
Open Show 

 
Kalisa This Lil Light 

Of Mine

Reserve Best in Show 
Open Show 

 
CH Zhakita Finn The 

Highlander
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Calendar 2020  
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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
to all Samoyeds and their owners! 

 
Have fun and keep  safe. 

 
Best wishes  

 
Anita, Fi and Nero
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Pet Expo  
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Santas Grotto  
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Membership 
2020  
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